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Santelisa signs agreement with Louis Dreyfus, Marubeni out of Agrenco
Japanese Marubeni Corporation, which used to hold a 15% stake in Agrenco Bioenergia, signed an agreement to sell, transfer and deliver all 
of its shares to Agrenco Netherlands NV on February 27. The companies announced the partnership in 2007 in a project to build biodiesel 
plants and soybean crushing facilities totaling US$190 million, US$40 million of which would be invested by Marubeni. The cost of the 
transaction involving Marubeni’s exit has not been disclosed in Agrenco’s release. Further, French group Louis Dreyfus Commodities has 
managed to sign an exclusive agreement for the acquisition of Santelisa Vale. Investment is said to amount to 200 million reais. The Brazilian 
Development Bank (BNDES) may also take part in the transaction with another 100 million reais. Santelisa Vale’s debt is estimated at nearly 
3 billion reais and is now being re-negotiated. Source: Gazeta Mercantil and BrasilAgro.
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BSBIOS and AGRENCO: Biodiesel in Paraná
The acquisition of the Agrenco plant in Marialva (Parana state) by Passo Fundo (Rio Grande do Sul state) -based BSBios will 
involve the start of operations of Parana’s first large biodiesel plant. Parana has a number of advantages to be explored, like 
being Bazil’s biggest grain producer and having good logistics to supply large consumer centers and to export. BSBios probably 
decided on the acquisition after careful analysis of the sector’s future. The amount of the transaction has not been disclosed, 
but the estimated value of the Marialva complex is nearly 23 million reais (3 million for the 393,000 m2 area and 20 million for 
construction, machinery and equipment). Around 75-80% of the whole structure has already been completed. 
Source: BiodieselBR.

Perdigão reaches 13 bilion real turnover and ahead of Sadia
Perdigao’s gross turnover in 2008 was 13.1 billion reais. This figure is not only 69% higher than in 2007, but also 9% higher than Sadia’s 
forecast in its guidance released in the third quarter of 2008 (12 billion reais). If the competitor’s sales are confirmed, it will mean this is the 
first time Perdigao’s sales are greater than Sadia’s. Last year, Perdigao’s gross turnover was 7.7 billion reais, and Sadia’s 9.8 billion reais. 
Domestic market sales grew by 76.6% with an increase in marketed volumes of meat (26.3%), dairy (305.7%) and other processed products 
(69.6%). Perdigao’s share in this market (total net sales) reached 56.3%. Exports rose by 58% in revenue and 34.8% in volume, with a 
particularly good performance of the meat segment, which represented 97.3% of exports. Source: Gazeta Mercantil.

Bonduelle to build facility in Brazil
Bonduelle will build a plant to produce canned vegetables in Cristalina (Goias state), an investment that marks the entry of the French group 
into food production in Brazil. The city of Cristalina was chosen for being the largest Brazilian municipality in irrigation. The plant will require 
an estimated investment of 40-50 million reais and will have a capacity of 50,000 tons within five years. The facility will start production 
in January 2010 and will supply markets in South America, where Bonduelle has been present for over 15 years. The firm is already hiring 
employees. Source: Valor Econômico.

Aid to meat packers
With seven meat packers, which are among Brazil’s largest, filing for judicial reorganization and 20 meat packers in Mato Grosso and Mato 
Grosso do Sul states closing down, the Government is speeding up the drafting of a financial aid plan for meat companies affected by the 
international crisis. One option is for the Government to pass and enforce the amended text of a provisional measure, Medida Provisoria 
445, of 2008, enacted by the Senate last week, which allows the Federal Government to subsidize interests on working capital loans to 
agribusinesses and farming cooperatives. Another, which is complementary to the former, is for Banco do Brasil and BNDES to create working 
capital lines of credit for meat packers and storage companies that may total 3.7 billion reais. Source: Valor Econômico.


